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Really? 
“Something to Think About” Series by Don Ward 

Are dead people dead?  By much of what 
we hear in present-day culture and religion, 
it doesn’t appear so.  Death appears to be 
simply another form of, well, life.   

After all, dead people seem to be talking 
with the living through mediums or even 
directly.  Not audibly, mind you, but talking 
nevertheless. 

So apparently when the bible says “the wages of sin is death” it 
must mean that the wages of sin is another form of life.   

Again, when people die do they really die?  “No”, we are often told.  
“They don’t really die”.  Sometimes we are told their body dies but 
the person himself/herself just continues to live on.  

Well, if that is the case, it might be good to ask, what about the 
crucifixion of our Lord centuries ago?  Did Jesus die?  Even here 
we often hear, “No”.   “Jesus did not really die”  . 

Something about that word “really” troubles me.  What if I said to 
you as my friend, “Loan me $500 and I’ll pay you back  



tomorrow”.  But what I actually meant was, “Not really”.  Would 
my promise to repay you mean anything at all?    

So what is meant by that often-heard explanation,  “Jesus didn’t 
really die, just his body died”?.   

And if Jesus did not really die, why say that He did?  If He did not 
die, who was raised to life again?  Was it just a body?  Then are 
we to believe that it was not a person that died, it was a thing?  Do 
the scriptures teach us that what really died was Jesus’ body; “it” 
died and “it” was raised to life again?   

Let’s look at what the apostle wrote to the church people in 
Corinth.  

 [1] Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received and on which you have 
taken your stand.   

[2] By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

   [3] For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 

  [4] that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures,     1 Cor. 15:1-4 

Look at verses 3 & 4.  “…Christ died . . . he was buried. . . he was 
raised…”  Notice the repeat use of “he”, a personal pronoun (a 
pronoun that refers to a person, as you know).   

Should we say to Paul, “Yes, Paul, but not really”?   

What priority is given to this teaching?  Verse 3 gives a direct 
answer – “of  first importance”. 

Why is it relevant?  Verse” 2 should help here.  By this gospel you 
are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.  Notice 
the words “saved” and “if”. 

You might say to me.  “I understand what you are saying but it is 
unpopular”.  I can’t let that make a difference.  Should you?  
Suppose you were on trial for a capitol offence and only one 
witness could prove your innocence.  Yet to speak up in your 
defense would make him unpopular.  Your life or his popularity.  
To you the answer would be obvious as it should be to the witness 
as well.  

Isaiah the prophet writes,  (Isa. 53:12) 

   “. . . he hath poured out his soul unto death: . . . “ 

In view of its basic importance, should we believe anything less?   

It was our Lord who died.  We must believe it.  Did he really die?  
Yes, he really died.  He “laid down his life for us” (1Jn. 3:16).  He 
“gave himself” (Gal. 1:4). He gave his life and nothing less.  Still   
unsure?  What did Jesus Himself say?  “I was dead” (Rev.1:18). 
How can we possibly believe any variation of this truth?  Our very 
salvation depends on such faith unless we have “believed in vain”.  

Give me a call if I can be of help or for further study material go to 

  http://www.mindspring.com/~anthonybuzzard/articles.htm  or  
http:// www.comingkingdom.org/ATCmag.html 

  


